
Interesting is possibly the 

most appropriate adjective I 

could use for 2009.  

We saw the WFC continue on 

until the beginning of April, 

where stock markets around 

the world started to rise from 

their March lows. Consumer 

business spending dropped 

and we saw housing activity 

in the Eastern States fall 

away in 2008 and 2009. 

Australia’s economy has 

done very well against other 

industrialised economies 

Although our unemployment 

rate rose, it was nowhere 

near as high as others and 

our economic growth       

outperformed many other 

economies. 

The Australian stock market 

fell to a 6 year low of 3120 

points in March and        

recovered  extremely well by 

over 50% to a yearly high of 

4823 points in October. This    

indicates the return of     

investor confidence. 

I would like to mention here 

something which myself and 

my team at Money Works 

Financial Planning is quite 

proud of. We were proactive 

with many clients , getting 

them in to cash, before the 

market crash and have been 

slowly moving back into 

Growth Markets since April, 

resulting in many happy  

clients. I am not saying  that 

the past 18 months have 

been easy, in fact  it has 

been the toughest time in 

my 23 years of Financial 

planning. We still have a way 

to go but compared with 

other industry professionals, 

we have done well and I 

would like to take this          

opportunity to thank you for 

your trust and your business. 

Looking forward to 2010 and 

beyond, most analysts and 

economists are looking towards 

India, China, Brazil and even 

Indonesia ; with question marks 

over the UK Japan, Ireland, 

Greece Spain, Dubai and  

America, where the fed will 

probably start to increase    

interest rates in 2010. In the 

emerging  markets we will see   

reasonable growth, driven by 

domestic  demand. In 2009 

China played major role in   

rescuing the world and 2010 

shows to be much the same. 

This places Australia nicely to 

be come increasingly pulled 

onto the Asian economic realm. 

We will probably see the            

Reserve Bank increase  interest 

rates to a medium range of 5% 

and our resource sector should 

continue to grow from our 

emerging markets to our North. 

In closing, I believe we have 

had an ―interesting ― year and 

one that  we  have learnt from. 

The markets seem to be    

teaching us to be patient, to 

stay with our strategies, to  

continue to review our financial 

goals and to give thanks      

because things could have 

been worse.  

Once again, thank you  and I 

wish you and your loved ones a 

Happy and Safe Christmas and 

a Prosperous New Year. 
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Geoff Winter -  

Income Protection 

We all like to think we're  

invincible, but who would  

imagine an accident like this? 

Just before Christmas last year, 

TV personality, Geoff Winter, 

was seriously injured when a 

runaway truck smashed into his 

utility in Adelaide. After being hit 

from behind by the semi-trailer, 

Geoff's Toyota was flung more 

than 20 metres and landed on 

its roof. 

As a result of the accident, Geoff 

spent time in intensive care and 

three months in Hampstead  

Rehabilitation Clinic. Here, Geoff 

and his Financial Adviser, Chris  

Harris, talk about Geoff's  

decision to take out Income  

Replacement insurance with 

Zurich (only three weeks before 

the accident) and the process of 

making a claim. How, then, did 

Chris go about recommending  

Zurich Income Replacement to 

Geoff? 

"Well, we were in a meeting in 

November last year", Chris  

recalls, "and I said, 'mate, we'd 

better have a chat about some 

income protection insurance for 

you.' We looked at several  

products, Royal & Sun,  

Mercantile Mutual and AMP 

but Zurich's product seemed 

to best suit Geoffôs needs and 

budget." 

Sounds good to begin with, 

but would the Loss of Income 

definition make any         

difference? 

"Yes. As Geoff has his own 

business, we wanted it to be 

very clear cut that, should he 

have a drop in income by 

20% or more due to sickness 

or injury, he would be      

covered. That is, without 

messing around with duties or 

occupation-based definitions." 

So the process of making a 

claim with Zurich was trouble 

free? 

"They handled everything." 

Chris says, "It was very good, 

excellent." 

Geoff was also able to claim 

benefits such as 'Confined to 

a Bed', which have often been 

unfairly described as just bells 

and whistles on the policy, 

but Chris has a different view. 

"To be honest, I thought that 

too, that was until Geoff 

needed to claim. I saw the 

benefit first hand because he  

was being paid a benefit  

during his waiting period 

when he was confined to a bed 

due to the accident for 28 

days." 

And what about Geoff? How 

has the accident affected his 

life and, importantly, what did 

it mean to receive the monthly 

benefit? 

"Well, after getting out of  

hospital, I was in Hampstead 

Rehabilitation Clinic for three 

months," Geoff says, as he 

recalls the horrible injuries he  

sustained. "I broke my neck in 

the accident and had major 

bruising of the spinal cord. 

Even now I still get very 

tired." 

"Having the policy meant that 

at least the pressure was off 

financially and I could fully 

focus on getting well. When 

you have injuries such as I 

did, your mental state of mind 

is very important. I think if I 

was stressed about paying 

bills as well I would have 

taken a lot longer to heal. It 

also meant that my partner 

could get some help in the 

house as she was in visiting 

me every day." 

And what about dealing with 

Zurich's claims area?"Really 

great, as good as you would 

On the Anniversary of his accident — Geoff’s  Story Revisited 
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9 years ago 

this month, 

Geoff was 

involved in a 

horror crashé 

this is his 

story. 

Hi All  

The Reserve Bank met earlier 
this month  and if you have 
not already heard they raised 
rates by another 0.25%, or 25 
basis points. This was generally 
as expected as they tend to have 
several quick rises in a row for 
what I call,  shock value.  
The good news however is two-
fold.  One, rates are still well 
below what they were only a 
short 2 years ago and second, the      
Reserve bank donõt meet again 

until February. The bad news is 
that some of the major banks 
actually raised it higher than 
the Reserve Bank. 
Just note though, the 3 things 
below are still staying in the 
back of my mind.  

1. Rates really are still very low.  
2. Always pay any extra dollars 
you can off your mortgage, this 
will in turn ultimately reduce 
the term of your loan, and the 
total amount of interest paid 
over the term. 

3.  Small rises now will  
actually help keep rates from 
rising out of control later.  

As previously stated in earlier 
newsletters, please do not 
hesitate to call me for a coffee 
or chat, and, to assess your 
financial situation and help 
create some wealth for you. 
If I can help, great, if I can't 
thatõs fine too. 
George Rousvanis 
Landmark Home Loans  
0407 976 353 

Thoughts from George– Landmark Home Loans 



YOU AND YOUR SUPER 

For many of us, our  superan-

nuation may be the biggest 

investment we will ever have. It 

will also play a significant part 

in determining the sort of life-

style we enjoy when we do  

decide to retire. For that      

reason, our superannuation is 

more than just a fund we    

contribute 9% of our salary to, 

it’s an investment in our future, 

and one that it very much   

affected by how engaged we 

are in it. 

THINK AHEAD 

Your superannuation is usually 

a long term investment, which 

means it’s a good idea to think 

about what you can do now to 

make sure you have enough 

later. Here are just a few things 

to consider: 

Consolidate your super  —        

If you’ve had more than one job 

in your life, then there’s a good 

chance that you have more 

than one super fund. Having 

more than one fund can end up 

costing you money in the long 

run. By consolidating your   

super into one   account, not 

only do you avoid paying     

multiple administration fees 

but it means you have less 

paperwork to manage. (There is 

no charge for  accepting roll-

overs, however it is a good idea 

to check with your fund to   

determine if there are exit fees 

for moving your benefit or other 

loss of benefits such as       

insurance). 

Top up your super with after tax 

contributions – making         

additional contributions to your 

super fund can have a          

significant impact on how much 

you have in retirement.        

Consider the following example 

….If you had an  initial super 

balance of $10,000 when you 

were 25 years old and left it 

alone until you were 65, you 

would have a total of $217,245 

( figure based on annual return 

of 8%pa. No allowances made 

for inflation, taxation, fees or 

expenses). But if you started 

with the same amount and 

topped it up with $1,000 each 

year then you would have 

$476,302. 

Salary Sacrifice  -                     

An easy way to top up your  

super is by ‘salary sacrificing’. 

Salary sacrificing lets you make 

an additional contribution to 

your super fund from you pre 

tax salary. Not only can this 

boost your retirement savings, 

it can also be a useful tax-

effective investment strategy if 

your personal income tax rate is 

higher than15% since            

contributions are usually taxed 

at just 15%. 

Get up to $1,000 a year extra - 

If you are a low income earner, 

under the government’s           

co– contribution scheme, you 

can currently get up to $1,000 

a year extra when you pay into 

your super fund using your own 

after tax money. (conditions 

apply, based on taxable income 

and amount of after tax        

contributions). 

Find any lost super —           

There is an estimated 6.4    

million lost super accounts in 

Australia, holding around $13 

million in unclaimed super 

money. If you think you might 

have some lost super, the    

easiest way to search for it is 

via Superseeker, the ATO’s 

online search tool. Using your 

Tax File Number, Superseeker 

will look for your lost superan-

nuation and instantly provide 

you with possible matches.  

[Superannuation flyer, BT    

Financial Group Ltd, May 2009] 

We are sure you join with us in 

sending congratulations to 

Babette and Jonathan on the 

safe arrival of Harper Thomas 

Paterakis who was born on 

November 16th at 12.19pm. 

Harper is also welcomed by his 

two older siblings,  Jacob and 

Bethany who have been anx-

iously awaiting the birth, to 

learn the sex of their new 

baby.  

Superannuation Hints and Tips 

Babette’s Beautiful Baby Boy 

Summer 2009 

òFor many of 

us , our 

superannuation 

may be the 

biggest 

investment we 

will ever haveó 

Therefore you 

need to make it 

work for youð 

talk to us, we 

can helpé 

An extra 2% 

return on 

investment can 

make a 

difference of 

$500,000 

 

** figures based 

on Investing $20 

per week over 40 

years at 8%  

compared to 10% 
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Harper weighed in at a healthy 

7pound 11 ounces, and is 

doing well.      

Babette is currently on ma-

ternity leave and we hope to  

welcome her back to work 

towards the end of 2010 



The product is innovative, 

easy to carry around, and 

can be enjoyed fresh and  

hot. It is ideal for Dine in  

restaurants, food courts,  

take-away kiosks, special  

events and drive thru.  

 A great value meal that is  

served quickly for the  

people on the move. 

 

CONE TOPIA Pizza is  

changing the face of  

portable food. It’s spill-free,  

nutritious, and full of rich  

flavors, CONE TOPIA Cone  

Pizza is the perfect  

Portable food when you’re  

looking for a great, healthy,  

convenient meal on the go.  

 135 FULLARTON ROAD  

ROSE PARK SA 5067 

 

PO BOX 241  

KENT TOWN SA 5071 

PH:   08 8304 8088 

FAX: 08 8431 8211 

EMAIL: vicki@moneyworkspl.com.au 

 

As many of our clients have 

their own  successful small 

businesses, we will be 

advertising on behalf of our 

clients in each of our 

quarterly newsletters. 

 If you would like us to 

display your business details 

in our next issue, please 

contact Vicki on (08) 8304 

8088 or email 

vicki@moneyworkspl.com.au 

If you like the work we do for you,  

the greatest compliment that you can 

give us, is to recommend  

Money Works Financial Planning Pty Ltd  

to your friends and family.  

Introducing Cone Topia — The new Pizza in a Cone Franchise 

We’re on the web.. ...Visit 

www.moneyworkspl.com.au 

Disclaimer  
The information provided in this newsletter is of a general nature only and does not constitute 

financial advise or a recommendation.  

Please seek expert advice from a qualified and experienced Financial Planner or accountant or 

other professional, prior to making a decision on your financial situation.  

Detailed information on our services and fees is provided in our Financial Services Guide, which 

is provided prior to or at the first consultation and is also  available  on request. 

Money Works Financial Planning is a Corporate Authorised Representative of Millennium3 Financial Services Pty Ltd  

ABN 61094529987 AFSL 244252 Unit 7, 50 Borthwick Ave Murarrie Qld 4172 

Our Cones 

are so 

good,  

they should 

be illegal!  

 CONE TOPIA is a 

revolution in the fast food 

arena and our chefs  

continue to expand our range 

and our restaurants cater for 

the ever changing fast mov-

ing Y generation. 

 

Prepared with freshly  

selected ingredients, served 

in unique crispy, tasty dough, 

and filled with lean meats 

and fresh  

vegetables, the CONE  

TOPIA Cone pizza caters to 

the taste buds as well as the 

needs of the health-

conscious person on the go. 

 

CONE TOPIA is an  

Innovative format, created as 

a very profitable activity and 

ideal for people who have no 

experience in the restaurant 

market.  

CONE TOPIA is easily 

managed and can cap-

ture the whole potential 

of the pizza market whilst 

promoting new HEALTHY 

style pizza .  

 

Our cones have less fat 

and can be made with 

local wholesome fillings 

fresh garden salads and 

your choice of pizza 

dough including gluten 

free. its ease in handling 

makes it mess free and 

can be eaten on the run 

or as a meal. We even 

have  


